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26 Jan 71
" MING

JLCarver, Jr.,

Sttached is a package Jim Engle handed me
at the 26 January Sullivan meeting. State's
draft resly strikes me as a trifle mushy but
I am reluctant to make a federal case over a
respounse to a letter from two high school
students, On the oliler hand, this is a fairly
touchy issue and an Agency-sanctioned
~egnonse to the students might be used as a
wrecedent in any future inquiries from other
sources. I would suggest, therefore, you
let me know what you and Bill Nelson think
and bring Tom K into the act if you feel it
advisable to do so. I will probably touch base
with the Director before calling Jim back but
would like to give him an answer by close
of business on the 27th.

George A. Carver, Jr.
Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs
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Dear Mr. leinicher and Miss WoIses

The Vice President has asked the Department of State

ILLEGIB
to reply to the letter which you senl to him on behalf of
your contemporary History Class regarding an intexrview

quoted in U. S. News and World Report.

The questions which you posc in your letter appear to
be related to the possibility that the CIA mway have been iﬁvblved
in the 1963 gggg_d'etat against Victnamese President NgO
Dinh Diem. I believe that this matter is adequately dealt

with by Mr. Hileman in the chaptex of To Move a Nation, from

which you quoted. Tt seems to me that Mr. Hilsman, who was
following developments very closely from his post in the

State Department at the time of the coup, makes it clecar that

<

. 5. Government agencies were not privy to the plans to
overthrow Diem. He does mention that a U. S. official wasg

informed by a Vietnamese of ficer that some sort of comspiracy

SR Nr )

. R R
was under-way. However, Mr, Hilsman writes that the Americang
received no details and were unable to determine whether there
was in Ffact a plot. He describes the pros and cons of “rocking

the boat" which were weighed as officials in Washington con-
[ bih s o
sidered what action if any to take rogarding ‘the fragmentany
information at their disposal./ The‘fact thaﬁ a CIA ofiici:? WS
lJater given access to the headguarters- of the leaders after
,-.’-r,u,v.-:/.-t 5

the coup had been launched does not, imply priox CIA involvement.
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Your other quotation from Yo Move a Nation is not an

affirmation of CIA involvecnent in the countries named. In
the chapter from which the quotation is drawn Mr. I1i lsman

gives an appraisal of the CIA and his viewpoint of the proper
- : ~ -
role for such an intelligence-gathering agiency. He cites instances

where individual officials,in his opinion, exceeded this proper

"role. However, in the passagc which you quote he is alluding
Gaaf SR Ok )
-to the w1dquread;tcndﬁncy to impute all sorts of problems s 4 Lot

¢

A%b%@ﬂ@@ﬁ%%? to the CIA. He pointed out that the CIA thus
"got credit for almost everything unpleasant that happened
in many countries..."

I hope that the foregoing comments will be of assistanae

to you and the members of the class.

Sincerely yours,

James B. Engle
Director
Viet-Nam Woxklng Group

EA/VN:JDMoffett:pn:l/20/7l
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